PEACE AND PLENTY
When my wife, Terri, and I were young, many people were very worried and concerned about their future because of the "Cold War", and the treat of nuclear destruction. But now, despite the fact that those threats are largely gone, this uncertainly about the future continues, especially for the younger generations, with their whole futures ahead of them.
When the USSR collapsed, we though at that time there was a real chance of seeing an age of peace and prosperity come in.  But despite our hopefulness, that peace and plenty, which all mankind longs for, never came, and now seems to be just as far off as ever. 
So now, as adults of whatever age, we surely need to hear of, and talk about the only true and totally secure certainty we can have, coupled with our only certain hope, not just hear ‘pie in the sky’ fairy tales.

I’m told that outside the United Nations building in New York, there’s a bronze statue of a man wielding a hammer in one hand, while holding a sword in the other. He is depicted as beating that sword into a ploughshare. 
And we read in;
Is 2:4 “He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples. They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more.”
For any of you who don't understand what a ploughshare is, let me explain, it is the head, or cutting edge of a plough, which was, and still is used, to break up the ground in preparation for seed sowing.

This statue was presented to the U.N. in nineteen fifty nine, by the then Soviet Union, and was said at the time to symbolize man's desire to put an end to war and convert the means of mass destruction into tools for the benefit of all mankind. 
This all happened at the height of the "Cold War", at a time when the USSR, along with everyone else, was spending multi millions in developing more and more weapons of greater and greater destruction.

We, in the "Western World", were conditioned to think that if the Soviets were gone, if that were defeated, we would have peace in the world. 
Today that great military machine is no more, but still there’s no peace. As a matter of fact there appears to be more strife now than ever. 
We can see here in our own country, how bigotry and hatred between the races is being stirred up on all sides. The fear of an attack from outside may have abated, but instead of enjoying the 'peace' which we'd hoped for, we’re now tearing ourselves apart with greed and internal strife; terrorism within. In this we are sadly no different to other nations.

History shows us very clearly, if we choose to look, how that same sequence of events, i.e. war, followed by temporary peace, followed in turn by more war and strife, has been the pattern of man's existence since the dawn of time. Everyone has blamed, and continues to blame others for the problem. Down through time, race, color, religion, gender, generation gaps, and so on, have been blamed for our troubles. Greed, money, power, big business and politics have also been blamed, but inevitably it is always these things in the other fellow, the other side, which we hold responsible.

Young people blame the older generations for creating the strife we're in. Older people blame the young for the trouble and violence we have on our streets and roads. 
But when are we going to face reality and understand that we’re all wrong in trying to put the blame on others, thereby not accepting responsibility for our contributions to the mess?
When are we going to understand that the lack of peace is not just a global thing between nations, but starts as an individual thing between people? By creating trouble in our homes, whether we’re young or old, we’re helping to maintain that strife, because we’re taking those same attitudes which we’ve allowed to develop in us there, into our school, social and work lives. 
We can change the place we live. We can change schools. We can change jobs. We can even, sadly, change marriages, but almost without exception we find the same problems where ever we go.

Wherever you go; there you are!
BUT WHY IS THIS SO??? :
The answer is really very simple. The problem is in us, in you and me. Wherever we go, we take that problem with us, and so often it just gets worse and worse. 
You, like me, may feel very angry, you may feel very helpless, or a lot of other things in between. We may think, "What can I do about it all, it's too big for one individual to make any difference!" 

Some may try drugs, alcohol, sex, and so on in an attempt to escape the harsh realities of life; the realities of the selfish, greedy and uncaring attitudes in those around us. Then, often when it's too late, we are shattered to find that these methods of escape only lead to a worse state of affairs, and we end up thinking there’s no way out, there’s no answer.

But I want to tell you that’s not true.  There is an answer; there is an escape; there is a way you can make a very real difference.  
First, you have to recognize that the problem, in so far as you as an individual are concerned, is in you, just as I know that my problem is in me! 
Second, accept the fact that the answer is not found in us, or in 'things', or people generally.
Terri’s and my personal testimony is that the answer is found in only one person, JESUS CHRIST!
We read in; John1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

John 1:14 “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us.”
Acts 4:12 “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, that we may be saved.”
We’re saved from that nature we were all born with; the sin nature; that makes it so easy for us to do what’s wrong, and so hard to do what’s right.
We can read of the answer in only one place, THE BIBLE, the only book which lays claim to be the recorded Word of God Almighty.
Rom.15:4 “Whatever was written in former time, was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness, and the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.”
 2Tim.3:16 “All scripture is inspired by God, and is profitable for instruction, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”
1Thess.2:13 “We thank God constantly for this, that when you received the Word of God, which you heard from us, you received it not as the word of man, but for what it really is; the Word of God, which is at work in you believers.”
But we find the answer in only one way, BY FAITH in the Word of God, Jesus Christ!
John 1:12 “To all who received him, and believed in his name, he gave power to become the children of God.”
John 8:31-32 “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples. You shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
John 8:36 “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed;”
Because, as we read in;
Rom.10:9-10  “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart one believes and so is justified, and with the lips one confesses and so is saved.”
Eph.2:8-9 “By grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not of your own doing, it is the gift of God, not because of works, so no one can beast.”
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